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CHAPTER ETERNAL

Donald Samuel Hough
W’42, age 94 of Berwyn,
PA. died on Tuesday, April 7,
2015. He was a graduate of
Shenandoah High School and
the Wharton School of The
University of Pennsylvania.
Don was a veteran of the
Army-Air Force during W.W.
II. He was a career banker,
starting at the Corn Exchange
Trust, which later became
Girard Bank and from which
he retired as General Manager
of the London Branch.
He belonged to Berwyn
United Methodist Church,
Welsh Society of Philadelphia,
Retired Bankers Association
of Philadelphia, and Sigma
Phi Epsilon Fraternity at The
University of Pennsylvania.
His interests included
economics and music. :
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CHAPTER UPDATE

Chapter of the Year, New Members and
Upcoming Events
Summer has seemingly
flown by, and the
brothers of the Penn
Delta chapter have
all reconvened for a
new year. Following
a successful year,
the chapter was
awarded many key
distinctions on campus:
Best Recruitment
Program Award, Four
Outstanding Greek
Leaders on Campus out
of only 25 for the entire
University and, most
notably, Chapter of the Year. It’s great to
see the University take note of the work
we all put in last year, most notably last
year’s President, Steven Acchione, and it
is our goal to build upon this success and
have an even more prosperous year. We
still see a lot of room for growth and are
focused on not settling, but on striving
to become one of the leading groups on
campus.
This past year was especially effective
in regards to recruitment, where we were
able to bring in a total of 30 brothers.
For this coming year, our sights are set
on continuing to further our recruitment
goals of bringing in a diverse group of
young men who exhibit the virtues and
ambitions we value. We have been able to
establish a strong foundation of brothers
involved as leaders in different groups
and organizations on campus. From
Sprint Football to Class Board to Wharton
Ambassadors to ROTC, the list goes on and
on. Some brothers are currently taking
on exciting opportunities this semester
away from Penn. For example, Terry Lin
is going on a semester of study abroad in
Belgium and Josh Chubb is working for
www.PennSigEp.com

SpaceX this fall in Los
Angeles. Additionally,
Penn Delta is once again
represented strongly
on the Undergraduate
Assembly, Class Board
and the Executive Board
of the Interfraternity
Council (IFC). SigEp
brothers have
established themselves
as leaders on campus
and the University is
taking notice.
For the coming
semester, we have
taken on some new initiatives to further
our bond as a brotherhood. We have
purchased lower-level season tickets
for the Philadelphia 76ers, planned a
whitewater rafting trip and started having
weekly Saturday BBQs, just to name a
few. We think these will provide great
opportunities for brothers to interact and
get away from campus to get a brief break
from the stresses of Penn.
We were very excited to see the turnout
at our Second Annual Alumni Golf Outing, which took place Saturday, October 1,
2016 at FDR Golf Club in Philadelphia. We
hope everyone who came out had a great
time and we hope to see even more alumni there next year. We think it will continue
to be a great opportunity to further the
interaction amongst alumni and current
undergraduates moving forward.
Penn Delta sends monthly eLetters full of
alumni profiles, upcoming events and other
important announcements. If you aren’t
receiving these eLetters, let us know at
alumninews@affinityconnection.com.
Your info will never be traded or sold.
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ALUMNI UPDATES
Richard Steinmeier ’96, Executive
at UBS Financial, is in the process of
forming an exploratory committee to
add “Air Hockey” to the winter Olympics
Games. An accomplished player with an
industrial Air Hockey table in his home,
he hopes to represent the USA in the
2022 Beijing, China Olympics.

My hobbies are primarily running
and golf. I have completed over 25
marathons and three Ironman triathlons,
albeit a bit out of shape at the moment!
I am married to Megan, live in Winnetka,
IL and have twin 17-year olds: Connor
and Payton. They are both strong crosscountry runners and challenge me to
keep up my training.

Andrew Schwartz ’87
A bunch of us from the 1987
graduating class recently got together at
Paul Gabos’ house outside of Asheville,
NC. As you can see, the Sig Ep experience
creates brotherhood for life.
Tristan Hoag

Curtis Lightburn ’87
My favorite memory from the chapter
is the people…AMAZING! I still keep
in touch with Vito
Fossella, Paul
Gabos, Bruce
Kirsten, Ben Argov,
Tristan Hoag,
Bryant Goodridge
and some others. I
have an AMAZING
daughter and my
Curtis Lightburn
main hobby is bicycle
racing. I was pretty good, but then I got
hit by a car. I intend to race again and
race well. We’ll see…

Tristan Hoag ’87
I met a few SigEp brothers at Penn
Sprint Football practice. They seemed
like great guys and they introduced me
to the rest of the brothers. The house
was made up of just a great group of
guys that I immediately felt comfortable
with. It was a very easy decision to make.
I still keep in touch with Curtis
Lightburn, Mike Logan, Bryant
Goodridge, Ben Argove, Ben Kirsten,
Andrew Schwartz and several others.
I joined Arthur Andersen’s consulting
division in 1987 and spent 11 years
there as it transitioned to Andersen
Consulting and then
Accenture, becoming
Director of the Worldwide
Center for Finance and
Performance Management
Excellence. After that, I did a
run of startups at an offshore
company and three tech
firms, one of which I was
President for a couple of
years. Eventually, I found my
way to the Boston Consulting
Group where I focused on
technology strategy and
large transformations,
(L-R) Curtis Lightburn, Andrew Schwartz, Ben Argov, Bruce Kirsten, Vito Fossella,
Andy B. and Paul Gabos .
which led to me leaving
there and joining Discover
As far as my career path goes, I started
Financial Services in Chicago. There, I led
out at AT&T, and then went to a JV of
the transformation of their consumer
AT&T and Amex, then skiing for a winter
banking businesses and implemented
(and got pretty good at it!), then MCI,
the most advanced banking platform
then Intermedia, then dot-com crash and in the United States. Recently, I rejoined
so B-school, then BCG— where I have
BCG Platinion (a business unit of the
been now for 12 years and counting— a
Boston Consulting Group) as Managing
great place and am very, very thankful.
Director of the Core Technology Practice.
2

www.PennSigEp.com

Jason Wood ’93
I am a partner in Cisterra Development
with Steve Black, who founded the
company in 1999, where we develop
and invest in large real estate projects,

Jason Wood

mostly in San Diego. Most recently we
completed in 2015 the new headquarters
building for Sempra Energy just over the
outfield fence of Petco Park. In 2007, we
completed DiamondView Tower, also just
over the outfield fence. If you watched
the 2016 MLB All-Star game, you could
see both buildings clearly—one having
Sempra Energy on top and the other
Comerica Bank.
I am now in the process of entitling,
designing, financing and leasing my
next project, which will also be visible
from Petco Park. It is on the block just
North of Sempra Energy. The building
will be the largest and tallest building
in San Diego and will include a Ritz
Carlton hotel, Whole Foods Market, 270
residential units, 150,000 square feet of
office space and close to 900 parking
spaces. I should get through those steps
in the next few months and be under
construction by third quarter of 2017
with completion slated for 2020. We
October 2016
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bought a 300,000 square foot building
in early 2015 and leased it to the City of
San Diego and are currently in escrow to
purchase another 315,000 square foot
building to also lease to the City. Once
completed, we will be the City’s largest
landlord. We have 11 acres of raw land
in the suburbs that we are entitling for
450,000 square feet of corporate campus
office space.
I’m still involved with rugby. I played
on the National Team in 2000 and 2001,
but now I’m just coaching my club in San
Diego and, on occasion, I play in an “Old
Boys” tournament where everyone has
to be over 35 or 45. I still enjoy playing
in the 35+ division, but my body is
telling me I should just stick with the 45+
divisions.
Also, I’m getting married again in
Miami on November 5 to Ruth Jean.

Ruth competes as an IFBB professional
bodybuilder in the bikini class, most
recently at the Olympia contest in Las
Vegas, so I spend lots of time supporting
her with her competitions. My oldest
daughter is a freshman at Georgia Tech
on their cheerleading squad and my
youngest is a sixth grader at La Jolla
Country Day School.
John Paul Basile ’86
At first, I joined Penn Delta because
of the brothers in the house and to be
part of something bigger at Penn, but
eventually because of my fellow rush
class—we had a great group of guys
(thank you, Pat Barry). The majority of
guys I consider my best friends today are
the friendships/brotherhood from my
Delta Penn

days at Penn Delta.
My favorite memory is just wrapped
up in the people—Greg Paranzino,
Mike Resnikoff, Stuart Silberberg,
Paul Kim, Tom Milon, Joe Reich, Kurt
Statts, Joe Halprin, John Cherry, Bob
Costomiris, Mark Kuperschmid, and
so many more, both before and after
me. I also shared that bond with my
dad (Frank Basile, Penn Delta ’53),
who introduced me to SigEp at
an early age. I remember walking
through the doors at 4028 Walnut
at age 11 (1974) after a Penn/
Princeton game.
I still see most of the guys I was
close with in school. I was in Philly
a few months back and Greg drove
up from Baltimore just to catch
up and grab a cheesesteak. Res
and I had dinner in Morristown, NJ
not too long ago. PK and I caught
up in SF last year during a family
holiday. I see Joe every couple
of years when I pass through
Houston. Stuart and I had dinner
in NYC last spring and I try to get
together with Joe H (and Annette)
whenever I’m back in NY. Kurt and
John are LA neighbors these days, and
we recently had separate dinners with
Willy Nunn and Adam Rockmore this
summer. Funny, I stopped in to an Iron
Hill Brewery in Wilmington, DE a few
weeks back hoping to see Mark Edelson
(great place, Rex).
After law school, I worked for two
years at a boutique real estate firm in DC.
It was a good gig— great lawyers and
clients, interesting work, etc.—but I was
unsettled and wanted to travel and see
the world. After moving back to NY and
taking some sports and entertainment
marketing classes at NYU, I joined Feld
Entertainment, a touring, live event
company where I would spend the next
14 years, first as a U.S. marketing director
promoting shows and then overseas
(Hong Kong/Australia) managing the
Asia-Pacific business, before heading
back to where I started running the
Northeast region.
From there, I got recruited to run
the marketing and sales at a start-up
museum in Lower Manhattan— the
ill-fated Sports Museum of America.
www.PennSigEp.com

It was a great concept and I learned a
lot, but the for-profit project ultimately
failed due to poor attendance in the
midst of the 2007-08 recession. That
led me to the NBA, where I worked for
more than seven years in International
Development building international staff,
identifying priority markets, creating
local programming, staging pre-season

John Paul Basile

games and establishing strategic
partnerships with media, marketing and
merchandising companies to grow the
league’s fan base and commercialize the
game outside the U.S. Much of my work
was focused in the BRICS, substituting
the Philippines and Indonesia for
Russia. Family interests led me to LA a
year ago, and I left the NBA in March to
pursue my own consulting firm helping
international brands build their interests
here in the U.S. I’m currently working on
a relatively unknown sport called “Rugby
League”, developing the game here on
the West Coast, pursuing a U.S. bid to
host its World Cup in 2021 and seeking
investors to start a North American
professional league. It should be
interesting to see where that takes me.
Other than my career, which already
seems to include travel and sports, I’ve
got two beautiful daughters (Florence-13
and Scarlett-10) who get most of my
attention/free time these days. I’m back
to coaching youth basketball and trying
in earnest to finally conquer Italian.
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ACTIVE CHAPTER

Summer Update on Two Outstanding Actives
Summer was a
productive time for
all of the brothers
of SigEp. Per usual,
many brothers took
their internship
positions in the
banks New York City,
while others took
classes and worked
in research labs on
campus. One brother,
however, stayed on
campus this summer
to lead a project
Young Shin ’17
that could change
the future of surgery. Young Shin ’17 spent the past months
working in Penn’s own General Robotics, Automation, Sensing
and Perception (GRASP) Lab, the top ranked of its kind in the
country. Going into his senior year at the University, he is on
track to obtain his Master’s in Robotics by the end of his fifth
year.
Young is working to improve the DaVinci Surgical System by
providing surgeons haptic feedback for palpation. To do this,
he created a pair of forceps with a sensor that can calculate
how much force the controller applies. The product of this
project could change the way surgeries with the surgical
system are performed, because surgeons will now be able to
use the unprecedented accuracy of the DaVinci robot while
sensing the person’s malformation as if they were performing
the procedure with their own hands. Designing and integrating
the forceps into the machine himself, his job is to ensure they
are usable in a clinical environment. Towards the middle of the
summer, he brought surgeons from the area to test his creation
for themselves on models. He says the system is currently used

for mastectomies, but the ultimate goal of the system is to
perform orthopedic surgeries. After he graduates, Young plans
to pursue a career in the robotics lab full-time.
For the first month after school ended, Julien Advaney ’17
traveled to Barcelona, Spain to participate in a study abroad
program. Before the program, Julien traveled to Berlin to
explore another part of Europe before the program started.
He spent the month exploring the different neighborhoods
and common
tourist attractions
in Barcelona, as well
as learning about
the history of Spain
and the movement
for Cataluña’s
independence. Since
the program was not
through a university,
Julien was able to
meet forty students
from around the
country with
extremely different
Julien Advaney ’17
backgrounds who
all added to the
study abroad experience. Julien’s favorite part of the trip was
watching soccer games at local bars and experiencing their
enthusiasm. Julien hopes to bring what he’s learned from this
program back to the chapter and to continue to add to our
diversity.
For the remainder of the summer, Julien worked in New York
City on the people analytics team at McKinsey and Company.
This emerging field looks to apply data science to the field of
human resources and revolutionize talent acquisition across all
industries.

CHAPTER HAPPENINGS

Active Brothers Get Involved in Sports
In the world of sports, PA Delta is featuring several sophomore
brothers on a couple of varsity sports teams this semester. Matt
Moore ’19 decided to walk-on to varsity baseball this year to
return to his love of catching after a one year hiatus. Looking to
start out in a backup role this year, Matt says he hopes to earn
playing time in the next year or so. The team’s first game of the
year will be against Saint Joe’s over Fall Break.
Additionally, Ryan Leone ’19 and Eric Sheng ’19 look to
play contributing roles in the Sprint Football team this semester. Leone looks to get the start at RB1 this Friday, September
23, against Army. Sheng, who joined Sprint Football only a few
weeks ago after retiring from his track career as an All-American
high school hammer thrower. After just being able to make
4

weight this week, Sheng will likely get playing time in the
team’s upcoming game.

Share your story
Everyone has a story to tell. Whether SigEp helped you
meet the love of your life, connected you to your first job,
or taught you important life lessons, you’re definitely not
alone. Share your story and photos to
alumninews@affinityconnection.com
for upcoming publications.
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